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as Panhandle.  What water con-

servation strategies should 

county governments, munici-

palities and water districts initi-

ate that would inspire you and 

your community to conserve 

water?”  

 Winner of the $4,000 schol-

arship is Zachary Berry of Pan-

handle High School in Panhan-

dle, Texas. Zachary graduated 

with a 3.77 grade point average 

(GPA) and he plans to major in 

Agriculture at Texas Tech Uni-

versity in Lubbock, Texas. He 

is the son of Gerald and Karen 

Berry.  

 The recipient of the $3,000 

scholarship is Tess J. Rusk  also 

of Panhandle High School. Tess 

is the daughter of Rebecca and 

Scott Rusk, and graduated with 

a 3.80 GPA. She plans to major 

 The Panhandle Groundwa-

ter Conservation District 

(PGCD) is proud to announce 

the winners of the 2013 Schol-

arship Essay Contest. This 

years winners were selected 

from 18 applicants that wrote 

an essay on the topic, “Water is 

an important part of our daily 

lives in many ways, and it is 

becoming a limited resource in 

many places including the Tex-

Two New Board Members Join the PGCD Board 

M A Y  2 0 1 3  

 Panhandle Groundwater 

Conservation District welcomes 

two new board members, sworn 

in at the meeting on May 17. 

Chancy Cruse will represent 

District Precinct 5. He has 

farmed in Donley County since 

1997. He and his wife, Christie, 

have a daughter, Zane, 4. Cruse 

is concerned about water con-

servation so “we can keep farm-

ing.”  

 Bill Breeding of Miami will 

represent Precinct 7. He and his 

wife Edie have been breeding 

11th Annual PGCD Scholarship Winners Announced  

Scholarships continues on page 2 

Zachary Berry 

$4,000 Winner 

Tess J. Rusk 

$3,000 Winner 

Kyler Barkley      

$2,000 Winner 

Hereford 

cattle for 

over 50 

years, pro-

ducing 

champs in 

the ring and 

pasture.  

“Serving on 

the board 

allows me to be proactive in con-

serving water for future genera-

tions” said Breeding. 

 Retiring board members Ja-

son Green (14 years) and Steve 

Hale (five 

years) were 

honored at 

the meet-

ing. Board 

President 

John R. 

Spearman, 

Jr. present-

ed plaques 

recognizing their “loyal dedica-

tion and unwavering commit-

ment to the Panhandle Ground-

water Conservation District’s 

Bill Breeding 
Chancy Cruse 

Board news continues on page 3 
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Essay continued Scholarships Continued from Page 1 

in Nursing at West Texas A&M University in Canyon, Texas.   

 Winner of the $2,000 scholarship is Kyler Barkley of Groom 

High School in Groom, Texas. Kyler graduated with a 3.71 

GPA and plans to attend Texas Tech University to study agri-

culture. Barkley is the son of  Keith and Kathleen Barkley.  

 To be eligible for the PGCD scholarship, applicants are re-

quired to be a high school senior and live within the District 

boundary of PGCD, and must write a 500 to 1,000 word essay 

on a topic chosen by the District. A committee of three board 

members, general manager and a staff member select the win-

ners. The scholarships are paid out over four years. Recipients 

must enroll as a full-time student and attend the fall semester 

immediately following graduation. 

 Zachary’s first place essay can be found below.  All of the 

winning essays can be read on our blog at panhandlegroundwa-

 Water is vital to all of life. Without water there would be no 

life. The vast Ogallala aquifer is our lifeline in the Texas Pan-

handle. It is our duty to not only take advantage of its abundant 

resources but to conserve and respect it. In our region we put 

much strain on our water sources. From trying to have the best 

looking lawn on the block or the best com in the county, we as a 

whole constantly keep stress on our water. Finely manicured 

fescue and bumper com crops are just a few of the numerous 

luxuries that are attainable with the help of the mighty Ogallala. 

 We are truly blessed to have its aid, but if we are not respon-

sible our future generations will watch these so called "luxuries" 

dry up. In theory, being responsible individuals about our water 

should be the only strategy that needs implemented, but of 

course it is not. Conserving water always has and always will be 

a constant struggle. That's why an effective government strategy 

could possibly hold the key to proficient water conservation. 

Getting people to actually listen and follow instructions is never 

easy no matter what the age. That is why an effective govern-

ment strategy could quite possibly hold the key to water conser-

vation in the Texas Panhandle. Money talks and the basis of my 

strategy revolves around just that. If people do not want to be 

responsible on their own, maybe their pocketbook could talk 

some sense into them. 

 To put water conservation strategies in place, the county 

government, municipalities and water districts need to work 

together and target three groups: the youth of our communities, 

the city residents and the farmers. 

 The best place to start with water conservation strategies is 

the youth. If they are educated and constantly reminded from 

early on, they will be more likely to understand the importance 

of conserving our precious resource. We have all been taught 

since kindergarten to turn off the water while brushing our teeth 

and to take quick showers. The counties, cities and water dis-

tricts need to work hand-in-hand with the school districts in pre-

senting programs to the students at all grade levels on an on-

going basis. I think our school has a good start. As a member of 

the Carson County Youth Leadership Advisory Board, we 

joined forces with the Groundwater District in staging a Water-

Wise Program. Kids were shown the importance of conserving 

water and how it can be achieved through fun activities. Anoth-

er idea for the youth would be an ad campaign competition sim-

ilar to the "Every Drop Counts" instituted by the City of Amaril-

lo through TV ads. 

 Getting participation from the second group of users, the city 

residents, will be harder than educating the youth. Most resi-

dents have never known anything other than having an abun-

dance of water to use at any given time. The three entities could 

once again join forces and provide seminars about xeriscape 

landscaping explaining how water usage could drastically be 

reduced as well as saving time on yard maintenance and upkeep. 

Having labored in the PGCD's own xeriscape garden, I realized 

green grass is not the only way to have an appealing yard. I have 

two strategies for cutting down on water usage by city residents. 

Each of these will hit homeowners where it hurts most - in their 

pocketbooks. The current water rate for city residents in Pan-

handle is $23.05 for the first 2,000 gallons used and then 25 

cents per 100 gallons thereafter. I suggest the rate remain the 

same for the first 2,000 gallons. For each subsequent 1,000 gal-

lons, the rate would increase by 10 cents/100 gallons. For exam-

ple, the first 1,000 gallons over the initial 2,000 gallons would 

be $0.35/100 gallons, 2,000 gallons would be $0.45/100 gallons, 

and so on. Another water saving strategy would be to implement 

restricted watering days and times to be enforced year-round, 

not just during summertime droughts. There will always be peo-

ple who abide by the government enforced regulations and then 

there are those who deem to be "above the law." If residents do 

not comply with these restrictions, they would receive a hefty 

fine from the very first offense - no warning. If the drought lin-

gers for many more years, a last resort would be water allot-

ments. Once a resident has used their "quota" of water for the 

month, their water would be cut off. I can personally say I 

would much rather have a daily shower and clean clothes than a 

lush, green yard. 

 Water restrictions will hit the last group, the farmer, the 

hardest. Their livelihood depends on the Ogallala. With well-

below rain averages over the past few years, farmers have had to 

irrigate practically non-stop from planting time to harvest just to 

keep their crops alive and produce average yields. Farmers, as a 

whole, are well aware of the severity of depleting the Ogallala 

and are taking necessary steps to preserve it for not only their 

future, but their children's future. Changes in crop production 

are already being made as farmers are planting more drought 

tolerant varieties and less water intensive crops. With the eco-

nomics of farming the way they have been the last five years, it 

is becoming increasingly difficult not to pump water owned by 

the farmer. However, if the severe drought continues, the county 

government along with the groundwater district may have to 

step in and impose water allocation strategies such as acre/inch. 

All strategies may look great on paper or from behind an office 

desk, but the real variable is how it reaches the individual. Mr. 

John Doe is the real key to success in conserving our most valu-

able natural resource - water. It is going to take each and every 

one of us working together and doing our part to "conserve wa-

ter for future generations.” 

2013 Scholarship Winner  

Zachary Berry’s Essay 
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Legislative Update 

 C. E. Williams, Panhandle Groundwater Conservation Dis-

trict General Manager, has kept a close eye on the state legisla-

ture and the bills concerning water. The session officially ends 

on May 27, though there is talk of a special session. Williams 

reports, “At the first of the session there were close to 90 bills 

that concerned water conservation and functions of districts. 

They have been reduced to a handful.”  

 Here’s a brief look at the bills that have high priority as this 

edition goes to press: 

 HB 1563 Introduced by Tracy King (D), this bill increases 

the total amount of fees received by a director from $150 to 

$250 for each day spent performing duties. 

 HB 2133 Lyle Larson (R), author. Adds “the facilitation and 

the effective use of innovative and alternative water treatment 

technologies whenever possible to meet the natural resource 

needs of this state” and “the promotion of direct reuse of re-

claimed water for non-potable purposes whenever possible to 

enhance and preserve the state’s freshwater supply” to the list of 

state policies in the Water Code. 

 HB 2578 Larson also authored this bill which requires re-

gional Water Plans to consider opportunities for and the benefits 

of developing large-scale desalination facilities. Instead of de-

fining brackish groundwater, the sub authorizes the Texas Water 

development Board (TWDB) to identify zones that meet certain 

standards. 

 HB 3013 Another by Larson that relates to the underground 

storage of water for later retrieval and beneficial use. 

 SB 14 Tommy Williams (R) introduced this bill relating to 

the fiscal transparency and accountability of certain entities re-

sponsible for public money. 

 SB 1169, by Glenn Hegar (R) would subject the Water Con-

servation Advisory Council to sunset review by 2023, requiring 

the council to include specific statutory, budgetary, and policy 

recommendations to improve water conservation and manage-

ment in its report to the Legislature. It includes provisions re-

quiring retail public utilities to use portions of financial assis-

tance from TWDB for mitigating water loss in certain instances 

and makes clarification regarding drought contingency plans. 

 SB 1282, by Robert Duncan (R) relates to deadlines for pro-

posals for adoption by certain districts or authorities of desired 

future conditions (DFCs) of relevant aquifers., setting a date of 

5/1/2016 for proposing the next round of DFCs, regardless of 

previous proposals. 

 SB 1387 by John Carona (R) relates to water well drillers 

and pump installers, adding a definition of “third-party inspec-

tor” (a qualified employee of a state agency with jurisdiction 

over wells, or of a GCD, who assists the department with en-

forcement activities) to Chapter 1901, Occupations Code; adds 

driller and pump installer training and enforcement account to 

the general revenue fund, creates a regional well inspection pro-

gram using third party inspectors; and requires Texas Depart-

ment of Licensing and Regulation to create an apprentice pro-

gram. 

 SB 272 by Kel Seliger (R), relating to water well record-

keeping and reporting requirements, including the production, 

use, and withdrawal of groundwater. 

 SB 302, also by Seliger, relating to the management, opera-

tion, rulemaking authority, and oversight of groundwater con-

servation districts (GCD). 

 SB 873, authored by Glenn Hegar (R), concerns the authori-

ty of a GCD to require a permit for the drilling or operation of a 

water well used to supply water for “fracking” and oil or gas 

well.  

 Ten days are left in the regular session. We hope we have 

good news for the July edition of this newsletter. 

Board continued from Page 1 
Board of Directors”, and thanking each man for 

“outstanding contributions toward our goals and for 

making our organization stand above the rest.” 

 Regarding the election scheduled for May 11, all 

candidates were unopposed, so the election was can-

celled in accordance with the Texas Election Code, Sec 

2.053(a). Board members reelected were: 

Phillip Smith — Director, Precinct 1  

John R. Spearman, Jr. — Director, Precinct 3  

 F. G. “Butch” Collard — Director, Precinct 9 

 

 Officers for the coming term were also elected at 

the meeting: 

President — John R. Spearman, Jr. 

Vice President — Phillip Smith 

Secretary — Chancy Cruse 

(The full board is listed on the back page.) 

Coming in July… 
5-year Water Level Reports! 

Carson County Judge Lewis Powers, right, swears in recently elected PGCD direc-

tors Chancy Cruse, John R. Spearman, Jr., F. G. “Butch” Collard, Phillip Smith and 

Bill Breeding. 
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Ag Loan Funds Still Available 
 

 Panhandle Groundwater Conservation District 

(PGCD) began its agricultural loan program to help 

qualifying farmers finance their irrigation sprinklers in 

1992. Since then, loans totaling $8,825,786 have been 

disbursed.   

 PGCD has already approved funding for seven loans 

in 2013 and has another $1,002,134 available.  With an 

exceptionally low interest rate of 1.16 percent and a 

payback term of five to eight years, interested applicants 

are encouraged to download an application on our website 

at www.pgcd.us or contact our office at (806) 883-2501. 

 More Crop for The Drop (MC4TD) has begun it’s third year, 

with six participating farmers and eight demonstration plots  

 Panhandle Groundwater Conservation District (PGCD) initi-

ated the project in 2011 to establish and conduct field scale crop 

production demonstrations with growers using advanced soil 

moisture monitoring, irrigation system tracking technologies, and 

on site data collection to potentially reduce corn and cotton sea-

sonal irrigation. In 2012, four different growers conducted 

MC4TD demonstrations. 

 2013 sees the 

return of all of 

the previous 

year’s partici-

pants with the 

addition of two 

more for a total 

of six. Two 

farmers will be 

working with 

two plots.  

 First-timer 

Dave Davis will 

be monitoring 

corn. He is the only participant from Gray County. 

 Terry O’Neal, also new to the program, is jumping in with 

both feet, monitoring corn and cotton in Carson County . 

 Returning for another go, all in Carson County, are: 

 Bill Gray, corn; Larry Koetting, corn; Lance Williams, cot-

ton; and Wade Ritter, who monitored only one crop in 2012, is 

adding corn to cotton in 2013. 

 Assisting in the program by taking measurements and pic-

tures will be PGCG Field Techs Drew Hodges, Craig Baker and 

Seth Almanza.  

 Leon New, consulting agricultural engineer, will monitor and 

interpret the online data, compiling all information into a final 

report. 

More Crop for the Drop: A New Year 

Wade Ritter’s 2012 cotton crop, which made  

2009 lb./acre. 


